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VE MOT SO PONG GOP NGHIEN CUU

DAO CAO PAI CUA ~

NHAN TU NGUYEN VAN THO
(Nhan dinh khai quat ban dau)

Hué Khai (Dii Lan Lé Anh Diing)

DE hét 1ong tri &n Thay Nhan TUr. (LAD)

Thil bt vi cha ky (1972)
ala Nhin T& NGUYEN VAN THO

E@(/-ﬂh 1ol e

Bac si Nhan T Nguyén V&n Tho Tha bt va chit ky (1972)

So thao nay trinh bay it nhiéu nhan dinh khai quat ban dau vé mot s6 dong gép nghién clru dao Cao
Dai ctia mét nha Pao hoc duong dai - Nhan T&r Nguyén Van Tho. D6 cling chi 1& mdt phan trong toan bd
su nghiép cua Nhan Tu.

Nién bi€u tom tat sau day phan nao cho thay qua trinh hoc tap va nghién ctu xién duong Dao hoc
clia Nhan T, con la mét thi tai thong thao tiéng Phap, Anh, Han, Ném va La tinh.

I. NIEN BIEU (trich mot s6 su kién quan trong)

1921: Sinh tai Chi Long, Ha Nam, 15-12 (17-11 Tan dau).

1944: DAu ta tai toan phan triét hoc van chuong Phap.

1952: Tot nghiép bac si khoa y Dai hoc Ha N6i. Luan an Les secrets des reins révéles (150 tr.) binh
dich Huyén tan phat vi ctia Hai Thuang Lan Ong, so sanh Tay y véi Bong y (dm duang, thiy hda, han
nhiét, hu thuc...).

Vé than, 6ng cho rang ngoai hai qua than twang (ng vdi hai qua than theo Tay y, Péng y con cé ménh
mon twang ng vaéi cac hach thugng than (capsules surrénales) trong Tay y. Ménh mén géom ba phan: (1)
chan thay: chl diéu hoa huyét dich, tuvong ng vai vung déi cau (zone glomérulée) sinh ra cac chat
minéralo-corticoides trong Tay y; (2) chan hda: chu diéu hoa khi luc, tvong (ng vdi ving chum (zone
fasciculée) sinh ra cac chat glucocorticoides trong Tay y; (3) ménh mon & gilra chd sinh duc, twong (ng
vdi vling vong ddi (zone réticulée) sinh ra cac chat hach sinh duc (hormones sexuelles) clia Tay y.

Giao su Pierre Huard,[1] trong La médecine chinoise au cours des siécles, tan thudng luan an nay,
cho réng Bac si Nguyén Van Tho ¢é ¢dng bac dudc nhip cau néi Dong va Tay y. Luan an dudc giai thudng
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nam dé [Hoang Vi 1974-74: 63-102] 2]
12.1955 - 6.1956: Tu nghiép khoa y & Texas, M.
Khodng 1956-1963: Phé hdi trudng, roi Hoi trudng Hoi C6 hoc Da Nang.

1960: In tac phdm dau tay Khao luan va phé binh hoc thuyét Knhong tr. Ban thao Trung dung tan khao
dugc Tinh viét Van doan trao gidi Lecomte du Nouy.

1962: HGi vién Tinh viét Van doan.

1965: Hoan tat cac ban thao Vo cuc luan; Thai cuc luan; Ha do; Lac thu; Dich hoc nhap mén; Tugng
luan thién; Dich luan thién; Dich kinh gian lugc.

1966: Hoi vien HOi Than hoc Qudc té (La Haye), do tap chi Concilium (Hoa Lan) gidi thiéu. Hoan tat
cac ban thdo Am duong luan; T& tuong luan; Ngi hanh luan.

1967: Day triét hoc Trung Qudc tai Dai hoc Van khoa (Vién dai hoc Sai Gon); roi la gidng su thuc thu
tai day (1972-75). Hoan tat cac ban thao Dao dirc kinh (binh dich); Van héa la gi? va ban dich ti€éng Phap
Qu’est-ce que la culture?; Hudng tinh than; Kinh Dich (dién ca & binh gidng).

1967-69: Thanh vién Uy ban Dién ché Van tu.

1968: In Lecomte du Noily va hoc thuyét vién dich. Hoan t4t ban thdo Trung dung binh giang.

1970: In Nhitng di€ém tuong dong gilra Phat giao, Cong gido va Khéng gido.

1970-71: Day Tén gido d6i chiéu (Comparative religions) tai co sé Alexandre de Rhodes (dong Tén,
Sai Gon).

1970-82: Noi chuyén va day kinh Dich, Khéng, Lo, Ton gido ddi chiéu... tai Co quan Phé thong Giao
ly Cao Dai giao Viét Nam.

1971: Day triét tai khoa Triét (Vién dai hoc Minh durc).

1972: In Chan dung Khéng tur.

1973-75: Trwdng ban triét Dong (Vién dai hoc Minh ddc).

1977: Hoan tat cac ban thao Huynh dinh kinh; Tinh hoa L&o gido (Pao hoc cau chan); Tinh hoa Phat
giao; Tinh hoa Khéng gido.

1978: Hoan tat cac ban thao Tinh hoa Ba la mén gido; Thuyét thién dia van vat déng nhat thé.
1978-81: Dich van ban chir Nom thé ky XVII cia Giao si Maiorica va tap doan (dudc hon 1.000 trang).
1980: Hoan tat cac ban thao Tinh hoa Thién chla giao; Trang ti.

1982: Dinh cu & bang California (MY).

1983: Thi dau Flex, Ecfmg, Anh van (tvong duong bac si My).

1984: Hoan tat ban thdo Dong y duoc thao.

1987 - thang 8-1989: Thuyét giang triét gido phuong Dong cho cdng déng ngudi Viét G My.

Thang 9-1989: Canh tay phai bi bai. VAn khéng ngling 1am viéc, véi su trg gitp dac luc clia ngudi ban
ddi tan tuy (ba Huyén Linh L& Thij Y&n).

1990: Hoan tat ban thdo Budng Tién néo Phat.
1991: Hoan tat ban thdo The Monistic Theory.

1997: Xuat ban b Dich kinh dai toan, ba tap, viét chung véi Huyén Linh Lé Thi Yén.
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V.V...

II. NAM DPONG GOP LON VE DAO HOC

T& nam ba muai sau tudi, sau khi ti€p xuc véi nén Khang hoc, Nhan TU tu minh thoat ra khoi nhitng tri
kién da co trong khoang 20-30 nam trudc tir mot nén gido ly phuwang Tay. Ciing tir dé, 6ng miét mai danh
ca cudc doi minh dé tim kiém khéng mét mai trong kho tang huyén hoc (mysticism) ctia dong tay, kim c6
con dudng I6n (Dai dao) cua nén triét hoc vinh ctru (perennial philosophy) cua hién thanh, tién phat.

Tat ca cac sach, ban thao, bai noi chuyén, bai gidng va hang tram bai bao, hang van cau tho luc bat,
song that luc bat, ca ngan bai tha bat cu, t& tuyét... trong may chuc nam lién tuc cdm bt ctia 6ng da lam
su nghiép trudc tac va dich thuat ctia ong Ién téi vai nghin trang (khoang 7.000 trang chuwa xudt ban); do 1a
két qua mot hung tdm chuyén nhat tinh rong ciia mot nha Bao hoc 16n duwong dai.

Qua nhiéu nghin trang viét cia minh, Nhan T&* Nguyén Van Tho it nhat da ¢ nam déng gop 16n cho
viéc nghién clru va xién minh Dao hoc, vach 16i chi néo di vao Dai dao. Sau day la toat yéu nam dong gop
I6n 6ng da dem tam huyét mot doi duc két dugc.

1. Quan niém tam tai vé con ngudi (1956)

Nhan T& Nguyén Van Tho xac dinh rdng con ngudi ngoai xac, hdn con co than. Than con ngudi va
than cla trdi dat 1a mot. Ong cho biét rang day la chia khoa dau tién gidp 6ng mé duoc kho tang tu tudng
cac dao gido trén thé& gidi. Ong ménh danh nhan thirc nay 1a quan niém tam tai vé con ngudi; theo do, &
con ngudi, ba phan xac, hon, than tuvong (ng vdi tam tai (dia nhan thién) nhu sau:

a. Xac (dia): ngudi co giac quan ti€ép xdc ngoai gidi; phai lam an dé€ song (day la dia dao).

b. Hon (nhan): ngudi cé that tinh, luc duc, tw duy. Ngudi phai biét Iam ngudi d€ xirng danh con Ngudi
(day la nhan dao).

c. Than (thién): ngudi co linh tri, linh giac, truc giac. Ngudi phai tién 1én lam trgi, lam phat, khi con tai
thé thi biét tu dudng dé séng hop vdi Trdi, véi Dao (day la Thién dao).

2. Minh hoa co c4u vii tru bang tam diém va vong tron (1960)

Nhan T& Nguyén Van Tho dung tam diém vong tron tuong trung cho Ban thé, Trdi, ngudn géc phat
sinh van hitu. Cac vong tron dong tdm twong trng cho thé gidi hién tuang, van hitu bién thién; cang gan
tam diém thi cang khinh thanh; cang hudng ra ngoai vi thi cang nang né, trong truoc.

Con dudng thanh héa dé€ lam trai, lam phat vi thé phai la con duwdng hudng tdm, quy tam. Trude Nhan
T& Nguyén Van Tho, cac nha dao hoc Mat téng ting st dung man-da-la (mandalas) véi cing mét y nghia
bi€u thi co cau v tru nhu vay.
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3. Dung khoa co thé hoc phuong Tay xac dinh dwoc né hoan cung (1961)

Con ngudi la tiéu v tru, cling c6 co cau tam diém va vong tron. O ngudi, vong tron bién thién ngoai vi
la hai mach nham, déc; con tdm di€ém con ngudi, ndi chon than ngu tri, 1a ndo that (thir) ba (3é ventricule)
trong dau, ma dao L&o goi la né hoan cung, huynh dinh, linh dai, thién cdc, cc than; dao Phat goi la lién
hoa tdm, niét ban; kinh Thanh Thién chla giao goi la vudn Dia dang,[3] v.v...

Nao that ba (3¢ ventricule), theo An Atlas of Normal Radiographic Anatomy,
clia Isadore Meschan, nxb Saunders, tr. 285; dan lai trong Nguy&n Van Tho, Trung dung tan khao (ban thao).

4. Chia khoa Dich ly (1963)

Nhan T& Nguyén Van Tho tim ra chia khéa d& md cira vao dao Dich. D6 14 thuyét Thién dia van vat
doéng nhat thé;[4] cling véi hai hé luan: (1) Nhat thé tan van tha, van tht quy nhat thé; va (2) Thién dia tuan
hoan, chung nhi phuc thay.

5. Bay tang Idp trong con ngudi (1970)

(\\.“"‘ imﬁuu}mhl
7 T T

Theo Nhan T Nguyén Van Tho, méi tdn gido déu cé nhiéu binh dién; mbi binh dién tuong (‘ng mot
tang I0p trong con ngudi; mudn hiéu cac dao gido, trudc phai biét dudc bay tang I6p nay:

(1) Ngoai canh, vat chat, va nghé nghiép;
(2) Gia dinh, xa héi, va qudc gia;

(3) Xac ¢6 ngii quan, tuong &ng véi phan nghi |& (formalism) cla cac tén gido;
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(4) Tiéu tri, tvong ng Vvdi gido ly, gido diéu (dogmatism) clia cac ton giao;

(5) Troc hén (anima), twong &ng véi phan luan ly, gidi ran (moral, asceticism) cua céac ton gido;

(6) Thanh hon (animus), tuong (ng vaéi phan nghé thuét hay cai dep (esthetics) clia cac ton gido, nd
day con ngudi séng tiéu sai, khinh khoai, thoat tuc;

(7) Than (spirit), twong &ng vdi phan huyén hoc (mysticism) clia cac tdn gido, né day con ngudi séng
huyén dong, hiép nhat vdi Trdi, véi Dao (mystic union with God).

Nam tang I6p dau (1-5) la phan ngoai gido cong truyén (exoterism, hinh nhi ha hoc) thuwéng phu hop
cho dai chiing, duwoc nhiéu ngudi theo; con hai tang I6p chot (6-7) 1a bi gido, hay ndi gido mat truyén
(esoterism, hinh nhi thugng hoc) thudng it ngudi theo va cling it ngudi dat téi két qua.

Nam 1971 6ng ap dung phat hién nay khi gidng day Ton gido doi chiéu tai co sd Alexandre de Rhodes
(dong Tén, Sai Gon). Cé thé khdng sai, néu ndi rang 6ng 1a ngudi dau tién & Viét Nam day Tén gido déi
chi€u mét cach «bai ban» (methodically).

T nam phat hién trén, tir k&t qué ctia nghién ciru va day Tén gido ddi chiéu, Nhan T Nguyén Van
Tho minh xac (1976):

a. Chan ly trong thién ha chi cé mét. Dai dao trong thién ha chi co6 mot. N6 phai phat xuat tir tham tam
con ngudi, phai dua trén nhitng dinh luat vinh clru da san ghi tac trong lwong tdm con ngudi, va thanh hién
xua nay chi rat tia tir d6 ra. Nhu thé van gido trong thién ha déu gap nhau & tam diém.

b. Nhan loai phai cé mét triét ly vinh clru (perennial philosophy) khéng phéan biét déng, tay. Triét ly do,
theo 6ng, d phuong déng la thuyét Thién dia van vat déng nhat thé (monistic theory), 3 phuong Tay la
thuyét phong phat (emanation theory), hay phong phat tan phan (emanation and division theory).

III. NHAN TU VOI CAO PAI

Tw nam 1970, chi sau khi da dinh hinh cho chinh 6ng nhiing suy gam, duc két vé con dudng huyén
nhiém tam linh (Pai dao) clia nhan loai, v6i ndm déng gop cho Dao hoc néi trén, Nhan T Nguyén Van
Tho lai cé duyén ti€p cén vaéi Cao Dai, chl yéu qua Ca quan Phé thong Giao ly Cao Dai gido Viét Nam.

Ngubn thanh gido Cao Dai phong phu cac thé tho la mot diém phu hdp vai hdn tha cia 6ng. Tinh than
Dai dao, van gido nhat ly, dung hop déng tay kim ¢c6 véi ban sac van hoa dao dic truyén thdng clia dan
tdc duac truyén tai trong tu twdng Cao Dai 1a diéu th( hai ma éng tam dac.

Nhung, quan trong hon th&, nhitng phat hién Dao hoc ma 6ng mét minh truy tim va tha dac trong may
mudi nam, véi 6ng nhu mdt hanh trang riéng tu trén vién do tri ki€n; d&n khi nghién cttu Cao Dai, giéng
nhu T& Ky nghe duoc tiéng dan Ba Nha, gilta 6ng va tu twdng Cao Dai hoan toan khéng coé gi cach burc.

No6i gon hon, Pai dao (mysticism) hay con dudng triét ly vinh ctru clia nhan loai déng tay kim cé ma tu
ong da khé cong chiém nghiém va hé théng hoa duadc, 6ng ciing thy lai né day du trong Cao Dai, va
tham chi con dugc cach tan bang phong vi thuén tay Viét Nam, nhuan nhuy tinh dan toc.

Nhan T& Nguyén Van Tho chua ting 1a mét tin dd Cao Dai, 6ng chuwa mét [an du dan co, nhung ¢o 1é
sé& khéng ngoa néu ndi rang cho dén nay hiém ngudi nghién cttu Cao Dai ndm bat duoc tinh hoa Cao Pai,
cai than cua tu tvdng Cao Dai dwoc nhu éng.

- Nhan T Nguyén Van Tho dong gép gi cho nghién ciru Cao Dai ?

Phai chang van con s6m dé co thé téng két duoc tron ven, day da di kién tra 16i cau hoéi y? Cho dén
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nay, ngoai trir mot s bai nghién ciru Cao Dai dang rai rac trén mét s6 tap san, éng chua cé han mét céng
trinh day dan chuyén biét hay mot chuyén luan mang tinh tap dai thanh vé Cao Dai. Tuy nhién, co thé néu
ra day it nhat 1a ba mat dong gép ctia Nhan T Nguyén Van Tho:

a. Gian ti€p: Toan bd nhirng ban thao clia 6ng, khi cé diéu kién xuat ban tron ven, nhat la nhirng gi vé
triét ly vinh cttu (toat luge & phan Il trén day) ma 6ng hé thdng hoa duac, dé la cai nén khong thé thiéu cho
ngudi mudn nghién ctu tu twdng Cao Dai & tam kich Pai dao. Ngudi mudn s dac mét phuong phap va
mot nhan quan dé khoi phai may mo, khéng mat thai gian quan quanh, cé thé nuong cay vai nghin trang
viét clia 0ng, nhat |a khi trong nudc chuwa co nhiéu sach uy tin vé Dai dao hoc (mystic studies).

b. Truc ti€p: Nhitng nam 70, tai Co quan Phé thong Giao ly Cao Dai giao Viét Nam, chinh Nhan T
Nguyén Van Tho, da d&c tron tm huyét va tai tué ca minh dé trang bi cho I16p ngudi nghién clitu dau tién
clia H6i dong Nghién ctru Gido ly Dai dao, va nhitng gido si dau tién ctia Ca quan nhitng tinh hoa cta nén
Dao hoc phuang Dong (Khéng, Lo, Ba la mon...); tinh than va phuong phap ap dung khoa Ton gido doi
chi€u dé xién minh tv twdng Cao Dai. Ngoai viéc thuyét gidng, 6ng con bién soan nhiéu tai liéu (ronéo) dé
hoc vién tham khao.

Dang phuc la 6ng khong co tinh than déc ton ca nhan; chinh 6ng gidi thiéu mét vai hoc gid, nha
nghién cttu tén tudi trong tén gido khac dén cong tac vdi hai chuong trinh 16n néi trén cta Co quan Phé
théng Gido ly, dem dén cong dong Cao Dai mét khéng khi hoc thuat, mé duwong cho mét Idp tri thire Cao
Dai nghién ctru Dai dao sau nay.

c. Mét vai nhan dinh cu thé: Trong mét sé ban thdo nghién ctru vé Dai dao, Nhan T& Nguyén Van Tho
da cd it nhiéu nhan dinh quan trong vé dao Cao Dai.

- V& co but Cao Dai

Nhan T& Nguyén Van Tho phan biét «cé ba nén triét hoc chinh y&u chi phéi tv twdng nhan quan» 1a
triét hoc duy than, duy vat, va minh triét.

Ve triét hoc minh triét, 6ng viét:

«Hoc thuyét nay cha trwang vi tru va van hitu da tir mot Dai thé minh linh, huyén diéu, phong phat,
tan phan ra ma thanh, chéng khac ndo tr mét virng duong tung téa ra muén anh duong quang. Pai thé ay
minh linh huyén diéu, khdng thé& ndi 1a than hay vat, & khap nai, tran ngép vi tru. Dai thé &y sinh héa mudn
loai, siéu xuat muén loai, nhung ddng thai van &n tang trong long sau van hitu. Cho nén Dai thé &y chinh
la Ban thé duy nhat ctia muén loai, va mudn loai chinh la su hién duong vo tan cta Dai thé 8y (...). Mudn
loai tir Dai thé &y phdng phat tan phan ra, bién héa mudn van, nhung lic chung cudc lai quay vé cling Ban
th& vo bién dy. Thé |a Nhat thé tan van thu; van thu quy nhat thé.»

«(...) Hoc thuyét nay hét sirc quan trong, vi giao ly Cao Dai xay dap nén tang trén do, vi co but Cao
Dai ludn luén truyén day no.

«(...) Cao Dai gido chu trwong van vat nhat thé, va cho rang Nhat thé tuyét déi hay Thién nhan da sinh
hoa ra vii tru. (...) co but thudng dung chi¥ sinh hoa, chit hda sinh thay vi dung chi¥ tao dung.» [Nguyén
Van Tho 1988: 33-34].

- V& ton giao Cao Dai va Dai dao Cao Dai

Nhan T& Nguyén Van Tho phan biét: «Mét hinh thire hitu vi, hitu twéng b&n ngoai, gdm céac 1& nghi, tri
tung, cong qua bén ngoai tir ndi vu dén ngoai giao. Co thé ndi do la tén gido Cao Dai.

«M6t phan vo vi, vo tudng bén trong, gém tat cd moi cdng trinh tam trai, thién dinh, ¢ gang vuon 1én
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tai tuyét dinh tinh hoa, séng hoa minh vai Dao, véi Trdi, véi tha nhan, vdi thién nhién vi tru. Cé thé noi do
la Bai dao Cao Dai.

«Nhitng ngudi theo tén gido Cao Dai phung thd Thugng dé ngu tri trong cac dén dai mi€u mao bén
ngoai.

«Nhi*ng ngudi theo Dai dao Cao Dai phung thd Thuang dé ngu tri ngay trong linh dai cta tam hoén
minh, mudn séng két hop véi Trdi, véi Dao ngay tir khi con & tran gian nay.» [Nguyén Van Tho 1987: 13-
14].

- Cao Dai ra dodi khi nhan loai can c6 mét Dai dao

Theo Nhan T Nguyén Van Tho: «Cé |1& ngay nay nhan loai da trudng thanh, khdng con phai uéng
nhitng th& sita ngoai gido (religion exotérique),[5] khéng con phai theo nhitng I€ luat khac trén bia da, co
thé vd, cd th€ mon, khdng con qua 1é thudc vao nhitng dén dai mi€u mao bén ngoai cé thé do, co thé nat,
ma da dén lac duwgc an com hot clia ndi gido vo vi (religion ésotérique), 1dy TAm minh lam dén dai dung
chra Thuong dé, 1ay Luong tdm lam thanh kinh, véi nhitng luat Trai da ghi tac trén dé, lung linh nhu
nhitng vi sao da dwoc nam vao bau trdi thu trong sang...

«Phai chang do cling la Thién y, khi Thuwong dé sang lap ra dao Cao Dai. Sang lap dao Cao Dai dé
day con ngudi ndi giao thugng thira. La lung thay, khi lap dao Cao Dai, dirc Chi tén thay vi xung minh la
Thuong dé&, 1a Ngoc hoang, ngu trén chin tang trdi thdm, trén biru tda khac nam bang mudn vi sao, lai
xung minh la Cao Dai, 1a Thién nhan.

«Ma Cao Dai la gi? Thua la dau ndo con ngudi. (...) Thién nhan la gi? (...) N6 & ngay né hoan cung
(...). Thwong dé& nhu vay tir nay da nhap thé noi mdi con ngudi...» [Nguyén Van Tho 1987: 19-20].

- Cao Dai vdi nén van hda dan toc

Khéng dinh méi tuong quan gitta van héa dan téc va Cao Dai (nén dao ban dia Viét Nam), Nhan T
Nguyén Van Tho viét:

«Vé phuang dién dao gido, tuy nudc ta tr thoi Ly, Tran theo Phéat, nhung tinh than hoa déng Tam giao
ddi nao ciing hét sirc manh liét. D6 1a mot nét rat dac thu vé van hda dan toc.»

«(...) T’ may chuc nam gan day, Cao Dai (...) cling da ra cong phat huy, ra cong thira ké céi tinh than
dao gido dan toc ay.

«Thay vi theo mot dao gidao nao ma thoi, hoac Phat, hoac Lao, hoac Khéng, hoac Gia to, thi dao Cao
Dai cung mét ltc da d6 chung cac dao gidao ay vao mot khudn, gan loc 18y tinh hoa, loai trir nhitng gi phu
phiém. Nhu vay thiét twdng Cao Dai chinh da dai dién cho Viét Nam vé phuong dién tén gido. Thé gidi
ngay nay néu ndi: Ba la mén gido la ctia An; Phat gido 1a ctia An; Khdng, Lo 1a ctia Trung Hoa; Gia to
gido, Thién chua gido la ctia Tay phuong; Hoi gido 1a clia cac nudc A Rap; thi cling phai néi: Cao Dai gido
la ctia Viét Nam.

«Cao Dai lai dung cad but nhu 1a mét phuong tién truyén dao, gidng dao, day dao. Va nén van chuong,
thi pha co but nay da déng gop khong it vao nén van hoc, thi ca, va tu twdng cdia nuwdc nha.

«T6i khdong du [dan] co, nhung da khao ctru rat nhiéu co but clia Cao Dai, va nhan thay hét sdc la
phong phu, va cé nhiéu doan hét strc la sau sac, tham thdy. D6 la mot hién tuong van hoa hét s la ly
ky.»

«(...) Néu vé phuang dién dao giao, Cao Dai c6 sir mang thu thap tinh hoa cac dao giao thién ha, dé
duc két lai cho nén mot Dai dao phd dd cho nhan quan, thi vé phuong dién van hda, s mang ngudi giao
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hitu [tin d6] Cao Dai cling phai la thu thap tinh hoa cac nén van héa nhan loai dé dac két nén mét nén van
hoa toan dién, vira dugm mau sac dan téc va mau sac thé gidi.

« (...) Mét nén van hoéa toan dién, toan bich phai gém du cé ba phan:

«Thién dao c6 muc dich day con ngudi trd thanh than thanh.

«Nhan dao c¢6 muc dich day con ngudi tu tdm, luyén tinh, an & cho x&rng dang vdi danh hiéu con
nguai.

«Dia dao c6 muc dich day con ngudi bi€t cach lam an sinh séng, an & cho sung sudng, thoadi mai, co
tién nghi.

«Nén van hoéa toan dién co6 muc dich phat huy moi gia tri, moi kha nang trong con ngudi, trén moi binh
dién, tao cho moi ngudi nhirng diéu kién tinh than vat chat thuan tién, dé€ ho duwdc nang dd, duoc hudng
dan, ngd hau co thé phat trién moi kha nang ciia moi ngudi, kién tao mét xa hoi tuong dung tuwong trg,
hanh phuc cong chinh, va gilp con ngudi c6 nhitng diéu kién thuan tién, nhirtng maoi trudng thuan tién dé
song mét cudc doi ung dung sung sudng, thoat dwoc moi canh [am than, doi khé, 6m dau, tat nguyén va
cudi cling c6 thé than thanh héa minh.» [Nguyén Van Tho, cdm nghi: 7, 8, 15].

Nhan T& Nguyén Van Tho 1a mét trudng hop nhin Cao Dai tir ngoai cdng ddng Cao Pai. Ong nhin
Cao Dai tir mot hudng khac. Nhin tir mét hudng khac, nhung 6ng gilp nhitng ngudi quan tdm tim hiéu
dao Cao Dai mdt s& co s& can yéu dé nhan chan duac tinh Dai dao trong Cao Pai. Khéng dé gi lam duac
nhu thé, néu nhu nha Dao hoc Nhan T& Nguyén Van Tho khéng dén véi Cao Dai, nhin Cao Dai tir goc do
Dai dao. Ciing c6 thé thay thém rang, la ngudi phi Cao Dai (non-Caodaist), Nhan Tt Nguyén Van Tho
khéng chi dén vai Cao Dai bang tri, bang tai, ma bang ca tué va tam.

Ghi ch( xuat x{ trich dan:

[Hoang Vi 1974-74: 63-102] tlre la tir trang 63 téi 102 trong quyén [Hoang Vi 1973-74] ké sau day:

[Hoang Vi 1973-74]. «Vao Pao hoc triét hoc véi Nhan T Nguyén Van Thoy», nguyét san Minh dic.
Sai Gon: thang 12-1973 — 01-1974, tr.63-102.

[Nguyén Van Tho, cdm nghi]. «it nhiéu cdm nghi vé& van héa dan téc», ban thdo, 19 trang danh may.

[Nguyén Van Tho 1987]. «Nhan dinh vé Dai dao», tap san Trung hoda, s6 6, xuan Dinh mao, tr. 13-22.

[Nguyén Van Tho 1988]. «Thuyét Thién dia van vat nhat thé véi co but Cao Dai», tap san Trung hoa,
xuan Mau thin, tr. 32-41.

% Hué Khai
(DG Lan Lé Anh Diing)
(20-11-1996)

CHU THICH

M tac gid Etudes historiques sur 'ancienne médecine du Vietnam et en Chine (1955); Lan Ong et la
meédecine sino-viethamienne (1956).

[2] xem «Ghi cha xuét xt trich d&n» & cudi bai viét nay.
3] garden of Eden, the earthly Paradise.
[4] Ciing goi nhét ban — 7 thay cho nhat thé — 8.
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[5] |, Corinthiens, 3, 2.

Summary:

SOME CONTRIBUTIONS TO CAODAI STUDIES BY NHAN TU NGUYEN VAN THO
Renowned for his expertise in comparative religions, Nguyén Van Tho, M.D., achieves mastery of
both occidental and oriental religious philosophies of the world, ancient and contemporary. Besides
his selected background, this essay sums up his major attainments of human beings’ perennial
mysticism, and presents some of his very authoritative observations about Caodai’s thoughts as well
as its remarkable position in the Viethamese people’s culture.
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